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Mid Winter Blues? 

 

In the warmth of The Naval, 

Military and Air Force Club, 

come and hear much sought 

after Marion McCall OAM 

who will share some of her 

experiences as a bush pilot, 

covering huge areas of both 

South and Western Australia 

helping her husband in his 

duties of Bishop of Willochra. 

It is fair to say “expect the unexpected”. 

Tuesday, 7 August : flyer enclosed. 

 

 

Moving to warmer weather, one of 

our members and author, Cheryl 

Williss, will address us about 

Mabel Marryat MBE and The 

League of Loyal Women. 

This will be followed by an 

excellent luncheon, all at the 

Keswick Army Barracks, 

followed by a guided tour.  A 

most interesting and historical 

day in store for us. 

Wednesday, 12 September : flyer enclosed. 

 



  

 President’s Notes 

 Robert (Bob) Shuttleworth 

 

Committee News 

We are delighted that Cheryl Williss has accepted our invitation to join our committee.  Cheryl is 

an author as aforementioned, accountant and public speaker and we are grateful that she will 

take over the roles of both Secretary and Treasurer, currently so ably conducted by Peter Willis, 

who wishes to relinquish both roles. 

We do wish to have another member join the committee who might be willing to help us in liaison 

with our luncheon and dinner venues. 

Adelaide Youth Orchestras Concerts 

*** Discounts to Members *** 

As part of our sponsorship to AdYO all members may now enjoy a 

discount to their third concert of the Maestro Series on Sunday 

16 September, 3.00pm at Elder Hall and for a Gala Concert on 

Sunday 18 November, 3.00pm in the Adelaide Town Hall. 

Discount offered is 2 tickets for the cost of one. 

To arrange, ring Claire Oremland, General Manager of the Orchestras on 8361 8896. 

Their website is https://www.adyo.com.au. 

Annual Dinner : Friday, 12 October 

at 6.30 pm at the Adelaide Pavilion 

We are delighted that this will be held in the presence of The Governor of South Australia, His 

Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, who has kindly agreed to address us. 

Always a significant dinner, we look forward to welcoming His Excellency, our South Australian 

Patron and where we will be entertained by a quartet from Adelaide Youth Orchestras, as follows: 

VIOLIN 1 Tahlia Williams 

Tahlia is 16 and is a Year 11 home schooled student.  

She has been learning the violin for 8 years and a 

member of the AYO for the past 7 years.  This is her 

second year as a member of the AdYO String Quartet. 

VIOLIN 2 Rachelle Wong 

Rachelle is 17 and attends Brighton High School, a 

special interest Music High School.  She has been learning the 

violin for 9 years and this is her first year in the AdYO String Quartet. 

VIOLA Tommy Ng 

Tommy, who is 20, is a violist from Hong Kong.  He has played the viola for 11 years and is 

currently a student at the Elder Conservatorium of Music.  Tommy came to Adelaide in 2014 and 

has since been a member of ADYO. 

CELLO Clara Gillam Grant 

Clara is 17 and currently in Year 11 at Marryatville High School.  She has been learning the cello 

for 10 years.  This is her first year in the AdYO String Quartet. 



Sir Hubert Wilkins 

Australia’s Forgotten Explorer 

At our April luncheon some 42 members and guests 

appreciated the excellent insight Brian Webber AM gave us 

into our forgotten explorer, George Hubert Wilkins.  He 

was the youngest of 13, born in 1888 at Mount Bryan and 

overlooked in Australia, yet well recognised in Europe and 

the USA. 

The young Wilkins abandoned the thought of an engineering 

career and made his contribution to the world as a 

photographer, wartime correspondent, naturalist, 

anthropologist, ornithologist, climatologist, geographer, aviator and explorer on land, sea and air.  

He was the first person to fly across each of the Arctic and the Antarctic and the first sub-mariner 

to attempt to reach the North Pole under the polar ice cap. 

Because of his skills and contribution to the world’s knowledge he was made a Fellow of the 

Royal Geographic Society and the Royal Meteorological Society.  He was knighted by King 

George V in 1923 with the humble explorer taking the title of Sir Hubert rather than Sir George. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins MC and Bar, is recognised with plaques on the footpath, North Terrace, 

Adelaide, the Jamestown aerodrome and a plaque on his childhood home at Mount Bryan.  He 

died in 1958 with his ashes being taken by submarine up through the ice cap and scattered at the 

North Pole allowing him to finally achieve the last of his lifetime goals. 

Lesotho 

Building a Nation with Books 

For our June luncheon, David Linn captivated us all with his rare insight into the small “Kingdom” 

of Lesotho, a member of the Commonwealth of Nations and one of the poorest countries in the 

world.  It is surrounded by South Africa and elevated, with the lowest point being 1,400m (Mount 

Lofty is 727m) and rugged.  It has an area one third of Tasmania and a population of 2.1 million. 

Despite a developing education system (with English commonly used), unemployment is 

endemic.  With limited resources, most of Lesotho’s development depends on aid funding.  

Development of a literate population is seen as a key initiative in addressing the issue, yet most 

of its 2,500 schools are without a library!  Schools have only basic curriculum materials provided 

by the government. 

The concept of using second-hand books came from a Lesotho 

librarian and outlined to David and his wife, Liz, in 2006 leading to 

the formation of the local charity, Books for Lesotho Inc.  To date 

11 shipments have been sent to the Lesotho’s Transformation 

Resource Centre and one shipment to the Rotary Club of Maloti.  

Books are obtained from a variety of sources, with 128,000 now 

sent for distribution to 79 schools (Y1 to Y12) and institutions 

working with children and young people. 

ROSL members are encouraged to check Books for Lesotho’s 

website for more information https://booksforlesotho.org/. 

You just might be able to help and clear out some unwanted books! 



London Website For the latest information on ROSL 
 reciprocal clubs check the London website 
 rosl.org.uk 

Sth Aust Website roslsa.org.au 

Enquiries 

For enquiries about any aspect of the League, including change of address, please contact: 

Peter Willis Email: secretary@roslsa.org.au 
 Post: PO Box 41, North Adelaide SA 5006 
 Telephone: 8362 8388 

Contact Information 

Thought for Today 

 
The only thing worse than being blind is having sight but with no wisdom. 
 
Helen Keller 1880ð1968 

Club of the Month 

One of our reciprocal clubs as featured in London’s July Newsletter 

- the University Club of San Francisco. 

Located atop Nob Hill, the University Club of San Francisco is 

housed in an historic and architecturally significant clubhouse, 

designed by local architects, Walter Bliss and William Faville and 

built shortly after the 1906 earthquake.  The clubhouse is 

distinguished in the Nob Hill neighborhood with an Italianate style 

and by its use of brickwork rather than the stone facades or 

“gingerbread” styles.  This was deemed to be more suitable for a “university club” because it 

evoked the ideal of the renaissance man to which higher education strived for. 

The member owned club is a gathering place for those who enjoy fine food, wine, music and 

engaging conversation in a comfortable and casual, yet elegant setting.  With panoramic views of 

San Francisco’s iconic skyline in the background, you are sure to enjoy your club visits. 

In addition to the excellent cuisine and fine wines, you will be able to partake in other amenities 

the club has to offer, including a comprehensive squash programmed in the modern athletic 

facility, yoga and indoor golf.  Banquet facilities and meeting rooms of every size are available for 

your personal business functions. 

The club also contains overnight accommodations fitted out with antiques as well as modern 

amenities.  Although the University Club is a private club, guests are welcome to experience our 

hospitality.  Since the cable cars stop right out front, you will find yourself located in the heart of 

San Francisco and a quick ride to Fisherman’s Wharf, the financial district, San Francisco 

International Airport or the Golden Gate Bridge. 

Visit their website to find out more https://www.uclubsf.org and email London to arrange a letter 

of introduction. 


